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THE EARLY YEARS 

William James Cullerton was born in 1923 and named after his grandfather 

William James Jamison with his first and middle names. His direct 

memories of his grandfather are intertwined with so many verbal and 

written histories and photographs that he feels as if they were together for 

more than the three years they shared on earth.  

Cullerton�s father was an electrician for the city. One of his jobs was to 

replace the mules used to power the draw bridges over the Chicago River 

with electric power. The late twenties and thirties were tough 

economically, so Bill moved in with his grandmother and Uncle Theodore 

(Ted) Nordholm, her brother.  

Ted was a bachelor who also worked in the Jamison tackle business and 

was quite a fisherman. Many times Ted would take his nephew with him 

in his Model T Ford on the long three hour drive to Lake Geneva or the 

Chain of Lakes in Wisconsin from their Chicago home. Bill had a favorite 

warm spot on the floor where he would sleep on these early morning 

journeys.  

There were two reasons for the early starts that would have them on the 

water before day break. First of all fishing was consistently better before 

the sun was higher in the sky than the tree tops. But secondly, after they 

caught a load of fish on the Jamison baits, they would haul them around to 

show off to other boats whose occupants always wanted to know what 

they caught them on. Bill learned early on how to sell fishing lures. They 

would return home with fish to eat and cash. Ted taught Bill a lot about 

fishing, selling and life. He caught some flack once for taking the lad to see 

Sophie Tucker! 

MAKING LURES 

Bill remembers tying flies and helping to make other baits on his 

grandmother�s kitchen table at a very early age. While still in High School 

he began to earn a paycheck dying buck tail, pouring lead, packaging and 

shipping.  
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During summer vacation from school from 1937 through 1940 he guided in 

the Hayward, Wisconsin area. Here he could really learn "in the field" what 

lures would catch fish.  

This combination of manufacturing, fishing, and guiding experience would 

provide a solid base for his future life�s work. His interaction with people 

to persuade or sell them on using a particular lure in a specific way in a 

specific place uniquely qualifies Bill to provide advice to others to this day.  

World War II 

Many know W. J. "Bill" Cullerton mainly for his accomplishments in the 

World War II. He served in the U.S. Army Air Force from 1942-1946 and 

was a fighter pilot in 1944 to 1945 based in Steple Morden, England. He is 

credited with 27 enemy aircraft destroyed and holds the follow 

decorations:  Prisoner of War Medal, Air Medal (7 Clusters), Distinguished 

Flying Cross (4 Clusters), Presidential Citation, Purple Heart, Silver Star 

and Distinguished Service Cross awarded for the destruction of eight 

enemy aircraft in one day. He holds the 8th Air Force record for fifteen 

planes destroyed in two missions.  

His story as an escaped prisoner of war was told by Joe Foss in his book 

"Top Guns." He recently served on a Presidential delegation led by the Vice 

President to Warsaw to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Polish 

Uprising and was decorated by the Polish government with the Polish 

Uprising Cross for flying escort for American bombers dropping supplies 

to desperate Polish citizens in September of 1944.  

BACK TO LURE MANUFACTURING 

After his return from the war his father passed away in 1948. With his 

mother now the titular head of the W. J. Jamison Company, Bill rolled up 

his sleeves and began working in an industry that was exploding with 

demand as GIs returned home and life became more normal.  

There was a real spirit of cooperation among many manufacturers at the 

time. John Bently the Midwest representative for Mustad accompanied Bill 
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Bill loved that part of the business and Doc Wellman dearly and even 

named his first born son with his middle name after him. But he wanted 

the same thing for his family that Doc had. In 1959 he formed the Cullerton 

Company and represents many top lines including Zebco, Plano, Rapala 

and others. On a recent visit three generations of Cullertons were observed 

working there.  

Bill has received numerous awards including the first Sportsman of The 

Year award by the Illinois Sportsman Society, listing in Larry Columbo's 

book, America's Top 100 Living Legends, the Association of Great Lakes 

Outdoor Writers Golden Glow Award, 1995 Illinois Communicator of The 

Year, the Fishing Hall of Fame and many others.  

For twenty years Bill has hosted the popular radio show "The Great 

Outdoors" on Chicago's leading radio station WGN, AM 720 Saturday 

mornings at 6AM.  

It is a privilege and honor to nominate W. J. "Bill� Cullerton as an 

Honorary Member of the National Fishing Lure Collectors Club for his 

sixty years of contributions to fishing. We look forward to honoring Bill at 

our annual meeting July 7th, 1995 and to many more years of his active 

participation in our great sport. 

 

 Honorary Member - 1995 


