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Karen Eppinger 

By Frank Baron 

At the age of 51 years Karen Eppinger is the 3rd generation sole owner of 

the Eppinger Tackle Manufacturing Company of Dearborn, Michigan. The 

company was founded by her great uncle Lou Eppinger, a Detroit, 

Michigan taxidermist, in 1906 with the invention of the world famous 

"Daredevle" metal spoon.  The Daredevle spoon has the distinction of being 

the most copied fishing lure in the world. Karen's father Edward joined the 

company in 1918, and helped build a thriving and stable business. When 

Lou died in 1958 Ed took over and re-shaped the company.  

Karen started working for her Dad and Great Uncle in the mid-50s under 

the tutelage of her father. She became an excellent fly tyer and was a force 

in the decision to purchase the legendary Buel, Tuttle, and Northern 

Specialty firms. Karen took over reigns of the company fully in 1978 with 

the death of her father. She has successfully run the company with the 

following accomplishments: 

� Enlargement of the Daredevle Line, including ultra-lite fishing lures 

� Renewal of Buel Spinners, & Tuttle Baits.  

� Introduction of Buzz Baits.  

� Revision & Renewal of No Tangle Baits.  

� Introduction of Wing Bats.  

� Introduction of Flash Flies.  
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